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Sharp devices such as needles, phlebotomy devices or scalpels present a risk of exposure to bloodborne 

pathogens like human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B, hepatitis C, among others. Careful disposal 

of sharp devices that have been contaminated with blood or body fluids is important for prevention of 

infection to healthcare workers, patients, and others in the healthcare environment. 

San Diego Medical Waste recommends that sharps disposal containers be located with consideration of the 

following factors: 
• Minimize accidental contact with sharps (e.g. needle-sticks) - A clear view of the

opening is required to help workers dispose of sharps accurately, to view how full the

container is, and to see if there are any sharps near or coming through the opening.

• Infection control - The surfaces of the sharps disposal container are potential sources of

contamination from blood and body fluids, and contact with these surfaces should be

avoided. The container opening should be easily accessed in order to minimize the

possibility of accidental contact with the edges or surfaces of the container.

• Minimize postural stress (musculoskeletal injury) - Sharps disposal containers should

be located so as to avoid excessive reaching or awkward postures. The container opening

should be below shoulder height of the shortest employee, within forward reach when

using a pinch grip, and unobstructed by any other equipment or furniture.

• Minimize risk of accidental access - Where young children or individuals with cognitive

impairment may have access to the sharps disposal container, extra care needs to be taken

to minimize the ease of access for these individuals while maintaining safe access for

healthcare workers.

• Healthcare workers should

be able to comfortably view

the entire inlet opening of

the disposal container.

• Containers should be

located within arm's reach.

• Place containers slightly

below eye level.

Questions? Contact us at: 
www.sdmedwaste.com, Service@sdmedwaste.com, 
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